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RESPONSE TO RFSTRTCTTON ANf n ELECTTONf REOUIREMFNTTS 

Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Sir: 

TheExaminerisrespectfullyrequested to accept thefollowingresponse to theRestriction and 
Election Requirement mailed August 16, 2002 (Paper No. 9), to consider the remarks therein. 

Restriction Reauiremenf 

The Examiner has detemiined that the original claims are directed to two separate and distinct 
inventions under 35 U.S.C. § 121, as follows: 



Group I: 
"Gfoup"Ilr 
Group m: 



Claims 1-4, said to be drawn to a nucleic acid sequence, classified in class 
536, subclass 23.2. 



Claims 5-7, said to be drawn to a nucleic acid sequence, classified in class 
536, subclass 23.2. 

Claims 8-10, said to be drawn to a nucleic acid sequence, classified in class 
536, subclass 23.2. 



Response to Restriction and Election Reg nirpmpnt 

In response to the Restriction Requirement mailed August 16, 2002 (Paper No. 9), Appl: 



icants 



iect without traverse to prosecute the claims *of Group I, comprising Claims 1-4, said to be drawn to 
a nucleic acid sequence, classified in class 536, subclass 23.2. Applicants further elect, pursuant to 35 
U.S.C. § 121, the species of nucleic acid SEQ ID NO: 1 (and encoded amino acid sequence SEQ ID 
NO:2) for initial examination on the merits. Elected Claims 1-4 read on the elected species. 
Accordingly, claims 5- 10 are canceled as being drawn to non-elected inventions. Applicant reserves 
the right to refile claims to the non-elected inventions in one or more future applications retaining the 
priority date of the present case and the earlier cited priority applications. 

Although Applicants believe that no additional fees are due in connection with this response, 
the Commissioner is authorized to charge any underpayment or credit any overpayment required with 
this response to Deposit Account No. 50-0892. 



Conclusion 



The present document is a complete response to the Restriction Requirement. Applicants 
believe that the claims of the instant application meet all of the conditions for patentability and are in 
condition for allowance. Accordingly, an early indication of the same is respectfully requested. Should 
the Examiner have any questions or comments a telephone call to the undersigned Applicants- 
representative is earnestly solicited. 
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